
  

   

 

Construction to Commence on Passing Places Agreed as Part of 

Planning Conditions for Sutherland Spaceport 
 

Forres, UK, 12th May, 2023 – Orbex has announced that passing place improvements will be 

undertaken on roads on the route towards Sutherland Spaceport, with construction set to commence 

imminently. Work on passing places is expected to be complete by mid-July 2023. 

 

The work involves the formation of new lay-bys and the extension of existing lay-bys along the A836 

between Tongue and Bettyhill at 17 locations. Included in the works will be the excavation and 

installation of lay-bys and the improvement of lay-by surfacing. The contractor, John Gunn and Sons 

Ltd, will begin at the first passing place located to the north of the Naver Bridge and work westward.  

 

Traffic will be managed using stop/go boards, and delays will be minimised as far as practically 

possible, though road users may need to allow extra time on their journey.  

 

About Orbex 

Orbex is a UK-based spaceflight company with headquarters, production and testing facilities in 

Scotland, and design and testing facilities in Denmark. Orbex staff members have professional 

backgrounds with NASA, ESA, Ariane and several commercial spaceflight organisations. The company 

is funded by the Scottish National Investment bank, two of the UK’s largest venture capital funds, BGF 

and Octopus Ventures, two of Europe's largest venture capital funds, Heartcore Capital and the High-

Tech Gründerfonds, as well as strategic investors Elecnor, parent company of Deimos Space, and 

Jacobs, NASA’s largest services provider, and partner to Orbex in the construction of Sutherland 

Spaceport. Orbex has also won significant support contracts from the UK Space Agency (UKSA), the 

European Space Agency (ESA) and the European Commission Horizon 2020 programme. 

https://www.orbex.space/  
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